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High resolution imaging
Specially designed for high resolution
densitometry applications, GeneScan
offers significant advances compared
with other conventional scanners or
densitometers. Its fast scan speed and
high resolution are matched by a
direct TWAIN interface, giving rapid
transfer of image data to the powerful
GeneTools analysis software, while
maintaining full GLP compliance.
GeneScan, from SYNGENE, is very
simple to use with a choice of two
modes: transmittance for all types of
film and gel, and reflectance for spots,
blots and plates.
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Incubators for microscopes
A new incubator has just been
released for use with the Olympus IX
range of inverted microscopes. The
Solent Scientific acrylic chamber
facilitates the observation of living
cells by maintaining a constant
temperature, usually 37°C, on the
microscope stage. Some commercially
available incubators for microscope
stages do not fully enclose the stage.
Solent Scientific has developed an
all-enclosing chamber that maintains
an even temperature across the
specimen. An optional accessory
maintains a CO2-enriched atmosphere.
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In Brief
Microplate range
Whatman microplates have become widely
used for automated biological screening
applications and industrial scale research
where there is high sample throughput.
Products are offered in the standard multiwell
format, and there is a comprehensive range
of filtration and collection plates and filter
media to choose from. Whatman has now
produced a comprehensive new microplates
brochure that will enable researchers to
select the most appropriate products for their
specific application.
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Treatment for pain
Scientists at CAMR (Centre for Applied
Microbiology & Research) have made a
breakthrough in the design of a novel, potent
and long-acting class of analgesics for the
treatment of moderate to severe chronic
pain. In vitro experiments indicate that a
single dose of the first generation product,
NC164, can be used to control pain over a
period of weeks. The in vitro experiments
have been supported by a number of key
in vivo studies that demonstrate that this
new agent exhibits similar efficiency to the
narcotic analgesics commonly available but
without exhibiting their well-known side
effect profile.
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Unique LPA mediator
TCS Biologicals can now offer a unique
antibody to the endothelial differentiation
protein Edg-2. The Edg protein family, a
subfamily of G-protein-coupled receptors, is
a specific mediator of lysophospholipids.
Edg-2, also known as ventricular zone gene-1
(vzg-1), mediates many of the biological
activities of lysophosphatidic acid (LPA). This
new antibody, like all those available from
Upstate Biotechnology, is thoroughly tested
and performance guaranteed.
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Apoptosis research
An updated 20-page mini-catalog of
bioreagents and kits for apoptosis research
is now available from Alexis Biochemicals.
This comprehensive mini-catalog features
listings and detailed descriptions for over
250 high quality reagents and kits used to
conduct research in apoptosis. Among the
80 plus new items listed are products for the
Fas Signaling Pathway, TRAIL Pathway,
Apoptosis Detection Kits and unique
Caspase substrates and inhibitors. The
products are organized in the catalog by
pathway or application, which provides a
convenient format for locating products.
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The introduction of a revolutionary
multi-cartridge system for fibre
analysis means the tedious and time-
consuming stages usually associated
with this determination process can
be a thing of the past. FibreCap is a
compact, low cost, high capacity fibre
system which has been jointly
developed by laboratory equipment
specialists C. Gerhardt UK and the
University of Bristol. The system
consists of two parts, the FibreCap
container and a two-stage carousel.
These components form a device
which embraces the technology of the
existing Gerhardt crude fibre
apparatus and together ensures a
six-fold increase in sample throughput
per reflux position.The FibreCap
container is a polypropylene vessel
with a snap on lid, which once sealed,
contains the sample. However, the
fine porous polyester mesh allows the
reagents to flow freely into the
FibreCap. The second part of the
system is a two-stage carousel which
holds up to six FibreCaps. This is
made from chemically inert PTFE so
is unaffected by chemical reagents.
Circle number 1 on reader response card.
Faster fibre analysis
